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Sanford Custom Builders

Marc Kaplan, President

There's an old saving that bcgim. *Those who can,
do,” which is a fitting introduction to Sanford Custom
Builders, a "'-"n"L'||:1:h!|:}'-!_1aH:d custom builder. Started
in 1977, Sanford Custom Builders is headed by Mare
Kaplan. For over 30 vears, Marc has honed his skills and
built numerous homes while he has built his firm's reputa-
tion. After 30+ vears of “doing” residential construction,

Sanford Custom Builders is ra.-a:ug__gniw::l as one of Boston's

Builder: Sanford Custom Bullders. Architect: Jay Gleysteen
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leading custom residential contractors.

Marc earned a civil engineering tlt‘_grcc from the
University of Vermont. His family was involved with
residential design and construction; his father was a de-
veloper and his mother an interior tluﬁiglwr. so0 it came
naturally that home huildlng would be the carcer that
Marc chose. He spent the first 10 years after col |+:g|:
working and learning on high-rise residential projects.
These years formed a foundation for
Marc to build on, and, as he says,
"hn}'thing that I have achieved is due
to all my parents taught me.”

Marc works uxt‘lusi\'el}' on ar-
chitect-designed custom projects.
Sanford Custom Builders partners
with many top Boston architects
while working within Route 495,
and mainly around Route 128 in
towns like Weston, Wellesley,
Newton and Brookline, A typical
project for Sanford Custom Builders
is very detailed. Marc explains,
“The architects we work with put
a lot of effort into what they've
dusigncd. It's not like we can go
to Home Depot and buy stock
cabinets, Ever}'th{ng on these jobs is
custom: we dedicate a lot of time to
the shop drawing process. In com-
parison, a 10,000-square-foot spec
home mighl. takea year to L‘i]lnpiru‘;
a 10,000-square-foot custom home
can take 14 months or |{Jn1'|gq:r1 just
because it’s that much more unique
in its dtrtailing,"

Sanford Custom Builders relies

upon its in-house carpenters and



Builder: Sanford Custom Builders, Architect: Jan Gleysteen

superintendents. The finish manager
works L'|c:-t']} with the clients, ar-
chitects and designers coordinating
the nu'ri.ul of finishes that go into a
custom home, Marc himself acts as
project manager, co-coordinating
subcontractors and crews during
the construction. Sanford Custom
Builders utilizes a stable af trusted
supplivr.\' and subcontractors. Marc
notes, “Most of our subcontractors
and suppliers have worked with us
for 12 or even 15 vears or longer.
We strive to kecp them competitive
b knﬁ:ping several subs busy at all

times, which helps us with schedule

Builder: Sanford Custom Builders




Builder: Sanford C

Builder: Sanford Custem Builders




Builder: Sanford Custom Builders. Stairs: Colonial Woodworking




Builder: Sanford Custom Builders. Architect:

Morghouse MacDonald & Associates ' .

flexibility as well,”

Marc has benefited by focusing on the custom-home
|'|'|.|','|'I'lCI.._'|,:|I 1,1'.“..,"_\' 1_'|,1rr:_'nl:]_\' hﬂ'nl.' tlnl.ll' |Jrgi‘ ]1rHjL'L_‘IH 1111:!1_‘1’-
way with additional projects lined up. They just broke
ground on a 15,000-square-foot new home in Weston,

are underway with a 12,000-square-foot renovation in

Left: This exquisite door was bullt for the client by Nine Points
Woodworking, Inc., showing the unigue custom craftsmanship in
each home bullt by Sanford Custom Builders.

Below: Builder: Sanford Custom Builders. Architect: Morehouse
MacDonald & Associates
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Builder: Sanford Custom Builders

Brookline, are huil:ling a 10,000-
square-foot Shingle-styvle home
in Newton, and are also work-
ing on a 6,500-square foor brick
home in Brookline.

Specialty projects abound in
Sanford Custom Builders’ portfo-
lio. A Shingle-style home in Weston
has a basement sports court helow
the regular basement to allow for
the 13-foot-tall n:ilinl_rh that the
architect wanted. Another recently
completed home in Newton boasts
an underground indoor pool. That
project was in collaboration with an

architectural firm whom Marc has

worked with before.

So what keeps Marc going? After
S0 many years of successes, what
gitr.‘- him the motivation to answer
that next phone call and to build
that next project? Marc explains,
“It’s very exciting to be involved
with these unique, one-of-a-kind
projects. | especially like to drive
by vears later and look at homes we
helped create years ago. | get a real

sense of acc{}mplis!mmnt EII'I{{ FTiEIE‘




Dramatic and exquisite details are found in every
custom-built home by Sanford Custom Builders.




As impressive as Sanford Custom
Builders' |:-n|'1t'.:'.|iin is, even more
impressive is their attitude toward
their clients" homes. “For our cli

ents, our reputation has been built

Another home built by Sanford Custom
Builders included a stable for the client.

Builder: Sanford Custom Builders. Seal Island, South Boston

[rom that.” It's more than just reaching goals, however,
EE

as Marc continues. “Our job is to build exactly what the

architect designs, meet the client’s expectations and try

to make the process enjovable.”



on trust and confidence, u.--c]:u.-u.'ia]l'_t
ONCe a project is C uu[ﬂulg-‘" -,_".ipL‘Lin\'.
Marc. “You could talk with any onc
of our clients and learn that we are
still there five or 10 vears after con-
struction is x.'r.:r'|1].‘l|5v11.‘:]. supporting
the house, providing service and
maintenance, We almost think of
the homes we build as our children,
and with that attitude we can never
forget them.”

Sanford Custom Builders is that
“‘llil"ﬂ."h[“ P] . CUsTOMm l]l.lihl('l' W |'|I? ]ld'\
built their reputation job |1_1.' job, one
Iruh‘ting 'I'L"l\l'liU]'I.\J]jP at atime, not l:_'-

tlashy advertising or slick marketing

This library was custom-built by Ken

FHOTOS BY SAM GRAY



Front view of home built by Sanford

Custom Builders

REPRINTE

N BUILDER/ARCHITECT

programs. They are in demand and
busy, which, at the end of the day,
is what every custom builder aspires
to become,

rchitece is |rJ-. sedd to fea-
ture Sanford Custom Builders as
our Builder of the Month, Your

dedication, honest reputation and

professional l1|.|i||.|.in;1 standards have

l.'.!['r'l{"l.t :'.r.:lll [l'll' II.|:_-__-1|"H"."-| I'\'{_'I!':_-':[li-
tion from your clients, architects
and tradesmen.

For mere informarion, contacr Mare
K.Jru'.:rr: at 1y 416-7007 ar (cell)
(617 7194 . Visit their we




